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Hen. Mr. Aſgil wrote a Book to 

| V prove the Poſſibillity of Tranſla - 
tion out of this World without 

Dying, having ſpent ſome ITI onghts upon 
his Arguments, in order either to clear them 
up to my ſelf, or obtain a clear View of their 
being a Miftake 3 I found, the beſt Step to 
confute the Error was to grant all that was 
alledg'd, which could with Safety be grant- 
ed, and then enquire into the End of the 
Thing; and in ſearching aſter this, it ſoon 
came to my Thoughts, that the whole De- 
luſion lay in the Surface of Words, put 
upon the Thing, and that really this new 


Scheme of paſſing out of Life left us but juft 


where we were before, and was ſumm'd up 
in this mort Article. 


That to be tranſlated was to be changed, 
and to die was but a Change ; that Enoch 
went no more ditectiy into Heaven with his 
Fleſh and Blood on him, than Elijab went 
with his Mantle, but that both muſt ſuffer the 
neceſſary Change of Life in the Paſſage x 
that this Change, from a coorruptible to 8 
glorified State, was the ſame thing at 
Death, and Death was a Change and ag 
more, ſo that one is as near a Way to Hea 
ven as the other; a Grave or a Fiery Cha- 
riot is all one to a Chriſtian— Ad te quacrae 
que vocas, is his Prayer. His End is 
Heaven, and he can neither gain or loſe 
by the Paſſage. 

Juft thus, Ithink, is our Way to ſpeak 
to theſe poor diſappointed People in the 
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never ſo ſtrong Expectations of his being 
rais d, it had in it no Poſſibility of Succeſs; 
ſince the Spirit of GOD, who never acts 


but with Coherence to all its other Actions, 


had, as I may ſay, forecloſed all Effects or 
Advantages that could have accrued to the 
World by it, and ſo we muſt have concluded, 
ſo gteat a Miracle muft have been wrought 
to no Manner of Signification. | 

I muſt premiſe to theſe People, that the 
allow the Scripture to be the. Word of 
GOD, the Rule of Faith, and the Foun- 
dation of all Arguments in this Caſe 
This on all Occafions they profeſs, and if 
they did not, L would ſay nothing to them; 
for there is no arguing with thoſe that will 
deny Principles; on this Suppgſition, then, 


I would ask them this Queſtion. 


Is this Miracle of raiting a Man from the 
Dead expected, in order to confirm us in 
the Belief of ſome Truths and Doctr ines 
already revealed or taught, or to help our 
Faith in the Belief of ſome Doctrine yet to 
be revealed, and yet to be taught, and let 
them take which they will, it cannot be, the 
Scripture has forecloſed them both. 

As to confirming our Faith in Traths and 
Dodtrines already taught, the Scripture is 
plain againſt them; when Dives cries to 


Heaven fo have one ſent to warn his Bre- 


thren, Abrabam is repreſented, anſwering, 
They have Moſes and the Prophets, that is, 
the written Word or Preaching of the Goſ- 
pel, take it which way you will—And upon 
his renewing his Requeſt, it. js declared 
from Heaven, That they who will not hear, 
that is, believe a preach'd Goſpel, or will 
not regard the Word of GOD, muſt be loft, 
for one ſhall not be ſent from the Dead to 
inſtruct them, nor if that were done, would 
it be cff-Qual— So that in ſhort GOD has 
determined that ſuch a thing ſhall not be, 
and has ſhut up the End, confirming our 
B-ith ro the Means; the Word of GOD has 
fic deny'd the Experiment, and ſecondly 
condemn'd it as to its Signification z and 
the Spirit of GOD, who never acts in vaio, 
cannot deviate from it ſelf. 

If then they fly to the Alternative, vi. 
That this Miracle ſhould be wrought to form 
a Faith in ſome new Doctrine yet to be re · 


Affair of raiſing a dead Man, that had they 
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vealed ; I ſhall ask, is this Doctrine in the 
Word of GOD, or i it not e If it be, it is 
not new, and to be revealed And then 
let us know what it i:. If it be not ia the 
Word of GOD, that is ficſt to deny the 
Scripture to be a full Revelation of the 
Mind of GOD in our $2)v2t4..n, a Cum p'-at 
Rule of Faith and Dutlrine, Ge. —A it 
muſt come under one of rh=f: two on- 
minations; either thasef the Apoſſle, if an 
Angel from Heaven teach you any other Do- 
arine, let him be accurjed, Galat. 1. 8. or 
he that addeth to it, GOD ſball add unto 
him all the Plagues written in this Book. 
Rev. 22. 18. 

They have but ore Reſort mere. and 
that is, That thi: Miracle was to, confirm 
th: Truth of their being Divinely Inſpired ; 
and this I preſume, they will not mention 
now, ſince the Argument turns ſo invinci- 
bly upon them, that the Diſappointment 
muſt argue their being Diabollically de- 
luded. 

I might ſay ſomething of the Perſun they 
pitch'd upon to work this Miracle upon ; 
and tho' I ſhall be very ſhye of making Re- 
flections, or loading the Memory of the 
Dead, yet I muſt touch upon it; Either he 
was a good Man or a bal Man ; if he was a 
bad Man, they cannot give an Inftance of 
one bad Man that ever return'd from the 
Grave, no not in the whole Word of GOD; 
Lazarus was a good Man, the Lad raiſed 
by Elijah was a Hebrew Child, and Dorcas 
a Diſciple; when the Graves were opened at 
the Paſſion, they were the Bodies of the 
Saints only that aroſe, and they cannot 
give us one Inftance of a wicked Man that 
was ever raiſed from the Dead; the Phan- 
toſm of Saul and Samuel I do not call a 
railing from the Dead, and yet if it were, 
Samuel was a good Man without doubt. 

On the other hand, if this Dr. Eames was 
a good Man, then let them tell us, if he 
repented or reform'd his profeſs'd Soc inia- 
niſm, which he was known for many Years 
to maintain and defend, moſt impicuſly de- 
nying the Divinity of the Bleſſed Redeemer 
of the World; and if they cannot do tbis, 
he cannot paſs for a good Man with me. 

Thus their 1 of raifing a Man from 
the Dead appeafs, at leſt I tbinł ſo, to have 
no 


0 Foundation er Authority, eicher in!Scrip- 

ture Or in the Nature of the thing; I am 
loch to uphraid them with.the Conſequence, 
for any body might have predicted the C on- 
quence with a leſs Portion of the Spirit of 
Prophecy, than they pretend to. 

And now methinks I would apply this 
Diſappointment to thoſe People, whe, be- 
ing at firſt taken with this Novelcy, and 
drawn ia by the aſſuming, poſitive Aﬀer- 
tion; of the fick Pretenders, had been de- 
fi-ed by their Inftruttcrs but to lay the 
whole Streſs of their Faith upon this Mi- 
racle, and who have opealy declar'd, chat 
ifchs were not perform'd, they would ac- 
knowledge themſelves deluded and im- 
pod up n- GOD has been ſo Good to ycu 
ab, as not to ſuffer the Devil to make any 
ſham Miracle or Appearance, that ſhould 
paſs for a Similitude of the thing, that 
might leave the Cauſe doubrful, and make 
ſomePeople think it was done, and ſome not. 

The Prince of the Air was not let looſe to 
affright or amuſe the People, as he has been 
permitted to do among the Heathen if 
he has the Power to raiſe Storms, Tempeſts, 
Thunders and Lightning, 4s ſome ſay be 
can, tho I do neither grant or believe it, yet he 
has been reftrain'd from doing it here; the 
Deluſion therefore is unconteſted new, and 
you who in the Simplicity of your Souls gave 
way to it, if any ſuch there are, ought 
to be very thankiul to Almighty GO D, 
that has thus clearly undeceiv'd you, and 
for the future he ware, how — give heed to 
the melancholly Vapours of wild Men, who, 
if they do not on purpoſe deſign to deceive, 
are yet deceived themſelves, and ſeek to 
involve you equally in the ſame DiftraRion. 

The Charm is now over, the Snare is 
broken, and if ye pleaſe you are eſcaped; 
if eu will not eſcape, #0 Body can bei ibat; 
not to 2bandon theſe Pretences now, would 
be to profeſs your ſelves willingly impos'd 
upon, and that you court the Deluſion, even 
as ſuch; nor can you be honeſt to your 
ſelves, to your Promiſes, vr to your Maker, 
whoſe Judgments you ought to apprehend 
are upon you, in giving vou up to believe 
Lies aad to ſtrongDeluſions; the Deſigu of 
which is plain in the Scripture, unleſs you 
own the plain Conviction that muſt now be 


upon you, and return to your Religious: 
Sences gain. 

Ido confeſs4 the Prevalency of this new 
Deluſion has been ſurprizing, and nothing 
has been more ſtrange ro m in if, than to 
ſee Men ef Sence, of Port-, and of good 
Characters in the World, for their Judg- 
ments and QUanderftandicg, fell i: with it— 
Men that have been all their Lives Religi- 
ouſly diſpos'd, that have been Mafters of 
Reaion, knaun iu the Scriptures, and ſound 
in the Principles of-the Chriſtian Relgion; 
that theſe Men ſhould, have been thus 
deluded, \cems to ſigniſie ſumething more, 


than it it had been the common Enthuſiaſm 


of Men weak in Judgment, wild ia No- 
tion, and eaſie to be impos'd upon. 
E know, it has been earneſtly. wiſh'd and 


induſtrioufly inquir'd into alſo, that theſe 


unhappy Dclutions ſhould have been found 

only among the Diſſenters ; ſome again have 

been fond of laying it all at the Door of the 

Luakers, whom they would fain have be 
reckoned the Broachers of theſe Novelties.. 
And this they have eſpecially ſpread over 
the Nation, in the moſt remote Parts of it, 
where I have frequently met with it, as en- 
tirely thrown upon the Quakers, that it was 

wholly of Kin to the former Extravagancies, 
4s they called them, of thoſe People, and was 
only the ſame Game of Enthuſiaſm acting 

over again. 

But ſhall I do Juftice here, ver to % 
Quakers only, but to every Sort of Men a- 
mong us? In order ts which, I venture to 
affirm the following Particulars, which on: 
the common Account of Perſons and Things, 


I believe, will be found to hold true. 


I know, we are mighty fond: of loading 
the Quakers with-many of our own Follies, 
and ſome will hardly allow- them to bave 
the Uſe of their Reafon, while they praftiſe 
leſs Reaſon in thoſe Cenſures than-moſt of 


the Quakers are Maſters of: Theſe People, I: 


preſume, generally ſpeak be ſore they think; 
I am ſure in the Caſe betore us they ſpeak. 
before they enquire z for before 1 examine- 
who were or were not among the new Pro- 

phets, I pretend to ſay, and am very. ſure- 
of it, that there were fewer of the Quakers: 
among them, than of any Sort. or. Sect of: 
People in this Nation. 


having; 


